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Foothills Fire Protection District Board of
Directors seeks New Candidates

Havc vou bccn thrnk in.u about  ways that  you could voluntccr  your  t i rne to the cornntuni tv  but
d idn ' t knowr , "ha t todo l  \Vc l l , hc rc ' syou roppo r tun i t r ' .  - f hc rc r . r ' i l l  

bc tuosca tsup l i r r c l cc t i on
on the Board of Directors (BOD) firr the Foothil ls Firc Protection District in the Ma1, elections.

The Foothil is Firc Protectit)n District board rne.nrbers lncet rnonthly to tnanage thc al'f airs ol
th is  f l rc  d is t r ic t .  This  inc ludes:

.  A l l  f  inancia l  aspects

. Sctting and enlirrcing policies and procedures ltrr thc district

I f  you l ind yoursc l f  in terested in  these mat ters and would l ike to voluntee r  your  t imc to the
management o l ' thc Footh i l ls  F i re Protect ion Dist r ic t ,  consider  nominat ing yourse I1 ' to  run f i r r  a
position on the board. The deadlincs arc as tblkrws:

February 6-21
Call Jrtr Noninutions: lttu nu.r selJ ttontinutt ' t 'ourself h fi l ing a self-nonrinutiott and at'r 'ep-
tance fonrt (Fornr B-21vrit lt the [)e.yiptrated Electrort OJJ'iciul.

March I
Tlrc deadlitte for selJ-ttotrt ittution utd oL'ceptunce Jurnrs to be fi led x'it l t the desigttuted election
oJJicial.

Apr i l22
Moil Ballots wil l be settt to uctit 'e reeistered electors itr the distrio

May 3
All nnil balktts ttur.st be receit'ed bt tlte tlesignuted election official bt 5;00pnr

To be cligible lbr candidacy you must be a registered elector who has resided within the Foot-
hil ls Fire Protection District at least thirty days priclr to thc clcction.

T h i s i s a n o p p o r t u n i t y f b r y o u t o m a k e a n i m p a c t w i t h i n y o u r c o m r n u n i t y .  I f y o u h a v e t a l e n t s
or skil ls that you think would be beneficial to the Board of Directors in managing our flre
protection district, I urge you to consider your candidacy!

This summary is only intended to providc an overview o1'the process and requirements and
does not include all the detlnit ions and requirements. For the detailed code, you should review
the 2002 Special District Election Code Manual.

If you would l ike more infbrmation, please contact:

Designated Election Official
Foothills Fire Protection District
l4 l  Union Boulevard, Suite 150
Lakewood. CO 80228-1 898
303-987-0835
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2002 Officers

Fogr l r i l ls  F i rc  & Rcscue is  enter ing i ts  s ix th ycar ,  at td wc are proud to ani tc lut tcc thc

ofl lcers tvho tvil l  leaci oul de parturent and se rve our comnrunity. The three fihief positions arc

clccrcd by thc gcncral rncmbership. Captain posil ions arc appointcci by the Chcifs. 
"l 'he 

Drs-

trict Board rnusr also rati ly the selection of thc Chicf. The Distnct I loard ntentbcrs. wilo arc

c lcctcd by the Dist r ic t 's  res idcnts.  are the lcgal  author i ty  tovcrn ing thc Footh i l ls  F i rc  Protcc-

t ion Dist r icr .  Newly '  e lectcd Chicf  is  Jacob Sl icrncrs,  Dcputy ( 'h ic f  rs  Krrst t r ta  El t rperor  ani l

.A,ss is tant  Chicf  rs  Nl ichacl  \ \ 'h i tn* ' .

T-he Statiort Captains are:
Idledale - Bob Schv.'art:.
Grapevine - Jolut Entperrtr
Lookout - Briort Zoril
\ '{ount Vemon - Stels C1o.re

The Specialty Captains are:
Ernergency Medical Services - Nettie Calvi
Rescuc - Rott  Potter
Publ ic Infbnnat ion Olf icer -  Kt ' t t  Spet i t  er
Firc Rcscuc'  J, , t t  Schn' i t r t r

Be Prepared...

l  i a i  r :  r  r )u  aYcr  consrc ic rc t l  u 'ha t  1 ( )u
nr rch t  d i ,  r i ' r  ' ' r  r  id l i rc  th rca tencd your  home' l

i ( , r r  i c r i  r l i t  l i r i i l ' , ' ,  rng  gu ic l t - l incs  t .6e lp  p re-

parc vour i 'amii1 an.l  vi ,ur honte in the cvenl

r i l  l i r c .

Steps +-ttu ran take now...
.  Create a defensible space to clear

ancj thin vegetat ion that could serue
a s f u e l  f o r a f i r e .

.  Clear away wood debris around
your  home and under  your  deck .

. Stack firewood well avJay from your
home

.  Have ch imnevs  / f  lues  c leaned and
I nspecreo.

.  Clearly drsplay your property 's
address .

.  C lean gu t te rs  c f  debr is .

What iJ a u'ildJirt' ()ccurs near
r- |ur ht)me',)

You may be c -  ntacted by a f  i re or law
enforcement  c l f  i c ra l  and adv ised to
evacuate.

.  l f  you caTr,  evacuate your pets.

.  Know where satety areas are
w r t h i n  y o u r  s u o d i v i s i o n .
(meaoclvs and wide roads)

.  Know emergency escape routes
ano rave  a  n ren lanned t rave l  rou te .

IJ -vou have time, follow these steps...
.  Remove combust ible i tems from

arcund the house including lawn
f u rn itu rer'umbrel las etc.

.  Close att ic and basement vents.

.  Connect  iong  garden hoses  to
outs ide  faucets .

.  Place a ladder against the roof of  the
house opoosrte the side of the ap
proaching fire. lf you have a combus-
tible roof , set a lawn spnnkler on it.

. Shut off gas at the meter or at the
propane tank.

.  Close al l  windows and al l  doors, but
do not lock them!

. Open the damper on the f i replace
to stabi l ize outside/ inside pressure.

.  Close f i replace screen.

.  Fi l l  bathtubs and sinks with water.

.  Take down l ight-weight curtains.

. Park car in driveway. Close car
windows and leave keys in igni t ion.

- Jefferson County Wildfire Hot Line
303-27r-8200

' fh is  
nurnbcr  is  in  serv icc a l l  year  & is  a sourcc of  in l i r rmat ion abcru l  lv i ld f i re

ntit igation and regulations. It is a cooperative ef'f ort ol 'Je l ' l 'crson Cittunty', Local lr ire

A-uency's Departmcnts Sheril ' l 's ol 'f ' icc. Colorado Statc Forest & US Forest Scrvicc.

This phone nurnbcr is a grcat source of inlirrrnation accesscd hy rotarl '  or toucl.t

tonc p l ionc.  ' l 'hc rncssagc addrcsscs l ' i rc  rest r ic t ions,  the s lash progrant  \ \ i t l t  a  rcpor t  r )n

thc ar . r - rount  o l  co l lcctcd t l i rs  last  surnnicr .  cantps i tc  rcst r ic t iu t rs .  schcdulct i  cot t t t t tun i t r

lu tcct ings,  f i rc  u,orks rest r ic t ions.  
' l -hc Rooncl '  Rrxr i l  lac i l i t l '  l i r r  droppinu o1 '1 's l t ts l t  is

of l ' ic ia l ly  c losed.  F i rc  rcst r ie t rons rcnra in on HICL{ becausc o l  t l tc  pcrsrst tng drr  'o t t t l t -

t ions.  Anv qucst i t r t is  p lcasc cal l  Jo l tn Schu arz -103-516-(X) l  7 .

Foothills Fire Protection District Board of
Directors Elections - May 2002

Thc Footh i l ls  F i re Prr tcct ion Dist r ic t  wi l l  be hold ing c lect ions by mai l  bal lo t  th is

1'ear l 'or two vacancies on the Board of Directors. Gct to know w htt your candidates are so you

can make intbrmed decrs ions.  I l '1 ,ou ta lk  to any of  the Footh i l ls  F i re & Rcscue voluntecrs,

they are not able to endorse an), one candidate over anothcr. However, they wil l be able tt l

sharc with you their priclrit ies in regards to the management of the Foothil ls Fire Protection

Dist r ic t .

Mail ballots wil l be coming out in late April. During elections in 2000, we only had

approximately a60Vc response rate. It is concerning that not more residents in this community

are interested in making their vote count on how the Fire Protection District is managed. Be on

the lookout fbr your ballot in April and be sure they are returned and received by the Desig-

nated Election Official by 5pm on May 3,2002.

Kristina Emperor , Deputy' Chief, Foothills Fire & Rescue
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Join the Auxiliary!
By Nancy Rurke

You can hclrr Foothi l ls Ir ire and

wou ld  l i ke  to  vo lun teer  in  anot l t c r  \ \ l l \ .  l l ( )$  l t ru  can l
- l ' hc  

. . \u r i l i l i r v  r : ,  dcs i ! rned to  . rss is t  t l t c  ro lun te . ' r  t ' i r c  l ' i gh tc rs  o l ' l roo t l t r l l s  F i l c  and Rcscuc  bc l i r re .  du l . ing  ar ld  a l tc r

c i i l l s .  t l r r guc I  a  v l r i e6 ,o l 'w 'avs  l r u rn  bab rs i t t r ng  l i r r  ch i l d r cn  o1 ' l ' i r c f  i ch te rs  (du r i ng  a  ca l l ) ,  supp l f  i ng  re l r cshn len ts
inc ludrns bnktnc cogkics or  nt lk ing a pot  o l  ch i l i  to  leavc 'at  thc i l rc  housc a l ic- r  a lcngt l iv  dav o l 'ca l ls .  organiz inr l  socta l

events and l 'und-ra iscrs.  and assis t ing wi th othcr  rc latcd dut ics as thc l 'anse .

It l ,clu are intcrcstcd rn helping the Foothil ls Firc i ind Rescue volunteer (eiun in this unique rvat'. .uivc Lrs a call l Contact Jcn
Sl icmcrs,  Prcs ident  at  (303)526-9838 orNancy Burkc,Vicc President  at  (303t  -526-7-590.

Il's u grettt v,u\' t() get inv,olv'etl luit,e sorne.ftut, tuul slunr \our suppon rft-tlrc Ftxllills Fire aul Rescue Tautr.l

New Additions
Thc  Boa rd  o l  D i rec tu rs  l ' o r  t he  Foo th i l l s  [ r i r c  P r r r t ce  t i on  D rs t r i c t  h i r cd  two

add i t i ona l  f ' i r c  pc rs< tnnc l  t o  i nc rcase  dav t imc  p repa rcdncss  t r r  ICsP t )nd  t< t  ca l l s  i n  i t s  F i r c

D is t r i c t  and  to  p ro tec t  t hc  d i s t r i c t  t h rough  l ' i r c  haza rd  i dcn t r l r . . r t r o r t  and  p revcn t i on .  I n

acld i t ion to the 40 volunteers.  thcrc are r lso thrcc paid pcrsonncl  l i r r  thc Fi r .c  Depart -

mcn t .  Thcsc  added  r csou rccs  w i l l  p rov idc  day  t imc  co \c r tgc  *hcn  n tos t  o1 ' t he  vo lun -

tee rs  a re  ou t  o i  t hc  d i s t r i c t  p r i n ta r i l y  wo rk ing  the i r  l ' u l l  t i n r c  j obs  i n  Dcn rc r  ( ) r  ! - l s c -

w  hc  r c .
'I ' ini 

Hendrix, previously u'ith thc Copper Mountain Firc Dcpartnrent . joincd

I j oo th i l l sF i r casa l ' u l l  t i r ne I ' i r c l ' i gh te r /EMTonJanua ry7o t ' t h i syea r .  T in t rece i t cdadcg rcc

rn Fi rc  Tcchnology l ionr  Miramar Col lege.  San Diego,  Cal i l i l rn ia in  August  1997.  Hc moved

tr r  Vul .  Colorado in 1999 uhcre hc hc ld a posi t ion wi th Vai l  Resorts  as Saf 'e ty  Ol ' f ]ccr  re-

, i .  : r . r i . r . '  i , , r  in r ! - r -g t ' l r j \  r ' c \p ( )n \c  lnanage lncn t .  gues t  sa lc l1 'and l 'ac i l i t y  sccur i tv .  T im ho lds

. r  i , - i l r i ) e i  ,  i  C , , , , ' i . r i , ,  S t . r t c  , c r t r l l . . i t l o n s . i s . r  l i r c  i ' r g l t t c r ; t r  " r c l l  : i .  u t t  l i t t t c t g c t t i r ' \ 1 t ' d i c a l

l ' c ihnrc i r rn .  
"H is  f  i r c  l cars  o1 'cxpcr icnce and so l id  educat ion  tn  l ' i re  sc icnce br ings  addcd

r . r luc ro our  dcpartment"  sa) 's  Rob Sontag.  Adrnin is t rat ivc Manager l i r r  Ft toth i l ls  F i re &

Rc. t  uc .

l 'he third nternber of thc team. Tim C)'Ha-r're..joincd the dcpartmcnt as rts f j ire

\ l . i rshal l  on January l .  T i rn br ings norc than l8Ic 'ars o1 'crpcr icnce in thc l ' i rc  serv ic , :  a long

' , r ' r th  extensive f i re  prcvent ion t ra in ing and ccr t i f  icat ions.  In  thc car ly  u0s,  T im \ r 'as a n lem-

bcr of the West Adams Countv Firc Departnrcnt. no\\ called North Nletro Fire. In 1986 he

loined the Lakewood Fire Depaltn.re nt which cventuall l became We st NIe tro Fire . Tirn con-

tinues to hold a full t inre position with West Metro as a Lieutenant and Dcputy Fire Marshall.

In 2002, Tirn's objectives are to furthcrcnhance fire saf'ety'and awareness rn the Firc District

by work ing c losely wi th thc conrmuni ty  inc luding publ ic  cducat ion progrants in  the schools,

workin-r r '" ith homeowners and community associations to increase wildland mitigation ef-

forts, and to assist business owners by making thcm tnore aware of commercial building

requirements under the International Fire Code.

UOqN'ITEIB3

lIEEDED

Give Your Life
New Meaning

Join a progressive, pro{es-

sional,  organizat ion that provides

training and ski l ls development in

al l  aspects of emergency services

to your community.  Join our team

as a volunteer Firef ighter,  EMT or

Paramedic. No previous f  i ref  ight ing

or emergency service experience

necessary. You need only the wi l l -

ingness to learn.

Make A Difference ln
Your Community.

Contact: us today!
Foothi l ls Fire & Rescue

67 South Lookout Mountain Rd.
Golden, Colorado 80401

303-526-0707
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Carbon Monoxide
Detectors
By Ken Spettcer

As we well knorv, wood burning stoves. f ireplaces. improperly vented gas/oil furnaccs and kcroscnc hcatcrs can leak carbon monox-
i de .  Th i sco lo r l ess .odo r l essandpo ten t i a l l y f a ta l  gascanbecause fo r f l u l i kesymp toms , i n the  case  o f l ow levc l so t 'COpo ison ing .o ra th igh
levels can cause unconsciousness, brain damage and dcath. Many homeowners realize the danger of CO poisoning and prepare themselves by
ins ta l l i ngCOde tec to rs .  Mos tmode lsva ry inaccu racydepend ingon the rnanu lac tu rc randageo f ' t hcdc tcc to r .  Thebas i c rnode lhasa85 -dB
a la rmhorn toa le r t t hehomeownero f thep rescnceo fCOin thca rca .  a tes tbu t ton tochcck tha t thcho rn r i i l l  sound .anLED"poweron " l i gh t ,
andamanua l  rese tbu t ton tha ts i l enccs thca la r rn (mos tw i l l  l e t t hea la rmsoundaga inw i th inn r i nu tes i l 'CO iss t i l l  p r csen t ) .  - f hcpowersupp l y

tomanyo f theseun i t sa ree i t he rbyase i f con ta inedba t te ryo rp lug - i n tohousccu r ren t l u ' i t haha t t c r l ' hackup ) .  Thcn ro rcsoph i s t i ca tedun i t s
have a numer ical  d isp lay that  t racks thc CO conccntrat ion.  Dur ing the in i t ia l  dc lekrpmcnt  ancl  sa lc  o1 'CO detcctors.  horr rco ' ,vners le l t  th i i t
thev were nrore of 'an i r r i tant  because o1 ' the la lse a larm ratc.  Thc nrorc reccnt l ) 'developed dctcctors are l 'ast  rnrpnrv inr : .

N{ost  manuf  acturers recomrnend that  the consumer p lacc thc detector  c losc to thc s lecpin_t  are a ( r 'crsus ncar  a l 'urnacc,  wood burning
stove etc.). It has also been highly recomrne nded to have a detector with a battery back up (to detect wood burning emissions in the evcnt of

is  f -eel ing the symptoms of  CO poisoning,  open the windows and cal l  a  f 'urnace technic ian.  On thc othcr  hand.  thc l  do rccornrr rcnd that  i t ' thc
alarm continucs to go otl 'after being rcset and indil ' iduals are f 'eeling woc.zy, thc i lrc dcpartmcnt should bc sumnroned. Rcnre rnbcr. sincc thc
e l l 'ects  of  CO exposure are cumulat ive,  i t  is  not  only  the concentrat ion,  but  a lso the durat ion o1 'e xposurc that  creates a heal th hazard.

More inl 'ornration on CO poisoning and dctectors are availablc by call ing our ofl ' iccs at 303--526-0707 or visit ing us Lookout Moun-
tain Fire Station at 67 South l-ookclut Mountain Road.

Spec ia lThanks -u , , t nJ i , l h * i , l q f , , r t l t e t i t n t ' t t nde fJ . t l r t t op rod t t t : t t | t i s t : r l i t i t l n �

nev.s let ter :NancyBurkeJbrdt lnat ingdesignuul la l 'outoJ, ,T l rF i reJI l . ' 'andK,E, t I 'Pr i t t t i t tg tn � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

I 127 Jitr donuting thcir tinre utrtl printirtg of this publication.

"The Fi ref ly"  is  d is t r ibutcd to cvcry addrcss in  the Footh i l ls  F i re Protcct ion Dist r ic t .  Somct inres issucs a lc  nr is takenly del ivcrcd to
add rcsscs in theGenesee ,Go lden .E , r ' e rg rccno rWes tMc t ro l ' i r cd i s t r i c t s .  I t ' r oua rcno t l oca tcd in theFoo th i l l sD i s t r i c t .wcapo loe i zeand
cncouragc you to contact  your  f i re  d is t r ic t  i f  you need f 'ur ther  in lbrmat ion on an\  o l ' thc to l . l ics prcscntcd in  lhrs issue .

Foothills Fire and Rescue
67 South Lookout Mountain Road
Golden, CO 80401

POSTAL PATRON



Annual Pancake Breakfast
Sunday, June 2trom 7:00 to 11 A.M.
at the Lookout Mountain Fire Station

aI67 South Lookout Mountain Road

Mark your calendar and come have breakfast with
A great way to support your local Fire and Rescue

%@ts@
*  4 c rw

us!
Team and....Hey, lou gotta

New Highway Response Guidelines
Ilv F.d I)utticl.s

a  w a r n i n g - j u s t  i n  l i n r c  a n d  r . c  n l l  d o v c  i n t o  a  n e a r b y  s n o w  l t a n k  t o  a v o i d  b c i n g  c l u s h c t l .

rn . jL r l i cs .
l - a s t w i n t c r ( ) n a s n ( ) w v . s l u s h y d a y .  I i o o t h i l l s l ' i r c l ' i g l r t c r J a l ' M c K c a n w a s r c s p o n d i r ) g l ( ) r c l l l i  o n c a s t b o u n d l T ( l y u s t w c s t o l ' c r i t

i n t t l t h c a c . : i t l c n t s c c n e ' | h r c c b y s t a n d c r s w c r c s c r i t l u s l y i n . i u r c d . a n d t h c ( ) c c u p a n t S t r l . t l r c r t , l l e t l t r r c r ' , c l t i c | r l � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
That  inc idcn t  was  a  wakcup ca l l  l i r r  Footh i l l s  I ' ' i r c  &  Rcscuc .  C- ' l ca l l y ,  I -7 ( )  ca l l s  wcre  oL l r  n t t t s t . la t tgc rous ,  a r tc l  rvc  l tac l  l t t  c lo

sorneth ing  about  i t !  John "Sp ikc"  Empcror  t rx rk  thc  l cad .  Hc  rne t  w i th  our  loca l  co l l cagucs  a t  C lencsr :e  F i rc  anc l  t ' l i gh lanc l  Rcscuc  and
p i c k e d t h e i r b r a i n s r e g a r d i n g w a y s t o i r n p r < l v c s a l ' c t y o n l - 7 0 c a l l s .  N e x t , h e s p c n t t h c s u n l n l c r r c s c a r c h i n g h o r v o t h c r c n l c r l l c n c v r c s l ) o n s c
u u c I t c i c s l l r t ) u n d l l t c r v t ' r l d d c a | w i t h t h c r i s k s r r l . l r i g l r w a y e n l e r g e n c ) . f c s p ( ) n s c . F i n a l l y . h c c r c a t c t l a s c t t l l . ( ] ! 9 4 t i r l n l r I ( l L l . d f � l
H ighur rv  i l r \ponsc  l t t td  Sr ' rq I
rcqur re  c lassroorn  ins t ruc t ron  as  wc l l  as  s i rnu la ted  prac t lcc  d r r l l s .  

' l ' h is  
t ra in rng  ls  no \ \  rcqur rc i l  l i r r  a l l  l ; t ' o l i t t l i s  pcrso , t t te  L

Here's u stttqtsltot oJ rrur trev' Guitfulirrcs:

Whr:n responding to an accidcnt  on the h ighway,  protect  thc sccne f i rs t ,  thcn render assis tance to t l rc  v ic t i rns.  put  ( )u l
whatcvcr  is  neccssary.  

' [ 'h is  
sounds obvious.  hut  t i r r  a  l ' i re f ' ighter  thc hardest  th ing in  thc wor ld rs  de lay ing responsc

in nccd or  a l ' i rc  ncccl ing to bc Dut  out .

l r rc .  o r
pcrson

| n s c v c r e w e a t h e r ' c s t i r b l i s l r a s i n g l e l n c i d c n t C o n t t n i i n d c r r r ' h t l c t l r l r d i n i r t e s a l l l ' i r c t r u c k i l n d l t t i l h u l l t n e . : � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
w' i th thc Statc Patrr i l  and Jcl ' f  crson County Shcrif ' l ' .

Nl in i rn izc the nunrhcr  o l  enrergency vchic lcs on the h ighway thus rcducing tral l ' ic c x posure acc idents

Assign a "r.vatch out" pcrson to monrtor up stream trafl ic and warn responders whcn an vchrc lc  appr<laches

Use spccial techniqucs to deploy cones and flare s in a way that
lane to avoid the accident  scene.

warn trall- ic well in adr ancc. and case drivers c ()frcc t

' I he rea remanymorede ta i l swh ichwedon ' t have roo rn l i r r he re .  I l youo rvou rcommun i t yo rge rn i za t i onwou ld l i kc to lea rnmorcahou l
the new Foothil ls' Highway Response and Severe Weathcr Guidelines, call Foothil ls Fire & Rescue at (303) 526-0101 or e-mail at
foothi l l  sfirerescuc @ netzero.com.



A ResCll9 (u,irtt leetings)

The F ireJ'lt'

An actual  Foothi l ls  cal l .  hut  nanrcs and certa in facts
have becn changed t ( )  prot( 'c t  conl identra l i ty . )

A
A. I  pul lcd ul)  (rr l  \ucnc I  rr  i rs run-

nrng  th rough r t ry  check l i s t .  As  vo lun teer
l ' i rc l ' ightcrs,  wc arc taught  t ( )  s tar l  th ink ing
thrngs througlr as soon as tl-re :rlann contcs in.
anrl to kccl-r running nrcntal sccnarios unti l u'c
rurr i r  c  l r r  \cr ' l rc  At  -1:  l ( )anr  I  wts dcacl  as lce p.
. . \ t  - 1  1  I  I  r r as  s i i pp rng  i n t ( )  n ] \ ' . j cans  a r rd  l i s -
te nrng to rny rac l io  bark oul  t l re  grrs ly  dcta i ls ,
"Singlc  car  acc idcnt  wi th in jur ics,  possib ly
tuo tuta l i t ics."  Whclr  r t  s( ) r - . rnds scr- ious l ikc
l l l r t .  r . r 'e  p i i  k  up thc pucc a br t .  I  s tur te d th ink-
rng .  " \ \ ' h l i  c t l u i p r t r cn t  u  i l i  r " t '  necd  l  Who  i s
n )  r ( )u i c  l  l l uve  thcy  l t u t  t hc  c l t u l t pe  r  on
stlndhy . '" and so ort and so ot.t. As I rtratle
nlv  way t ( )  nrv crr  thc pol icc radi t l  was in-
f i r r r r r ing Shcrr l ' l "s  Dcput ics and Statc Patro l
that thc tlrrvcr had nra<Je his way to a nearby
homc to gct  hc lp.  IJc rcpor tcd I r is  two hud-
dics rn ight  bc dcad.  As I  junrpcd in nry car  I
s tar tcd doing r r rv  personal  invcntory.  "Wi lc .

home in hccl .  Olc lcst  son.  at  apar tn lcnt  in
Gol<lcn probably s lecping.  Daughtcr ;  hornc
in bcd.  N' l idd le son. . . . . . .nr idc l lc  son. . . . . .o l t  God.
mrddlc son s lc , :p ing ( )vcr  r t  a  l i icnd 's  housc,
but  is  hc rcal l t  l "  My stornach gavc a l i t t lc
tu i tch us I  s tcppcr l  down on t l ic  accclcrator
lunt l  l l rppcd on r l rv  ovcrhcld lc t l  l ights.

Ovcr tlrc radro I lrcar.t i thc l{igirland
I{cscuc ('hrcl '. Stcvc. alin()uncc hc had urrived
on scenc. A pararrrcdic and ER nursc, you can
count on Stcvc to bc thcre, usull ly l lrst, witir
h is  Sutru l i r . r r r  l i r i rc lcd l 'u l l  o l 'c r r rc lge n l r  equrP-
nre n l .  \ \  l ,e  n I  lu l lcd up.  I  rcr t l izcd t l l l  I  was
thc l i rs t  I  ooth i l ls  o l l lcc l  or t  sccnc,  and thus i t t
corrrrrrantl. Stcve reportcd that hc lrad locatcd
two victirns 75 rnctcrs down in a ravinc, prob-
lbly DOA. As wc lit up the sccnc with our
l1oti l l ights we saw the ugly picturc. 

' lhcir 
Ford

Expkrrer was durvn thcrc vrith thcnr; it must
havc l lown l(X) rrrelers through thc air. I was
running through nry chccklist again, I thought,
"Wherc's Alan. my rniddle son l" I couldn't
help it; my rnind repeated thc que stion. Steve
and I edged down to thc sccnc. 

'I'lre 
slope is

steep. probably 50 dcgrces. We slid and stepped
gingerly down t() where the vrctrrris lay. One
was t'ace down in thc crcek, DOA lirr sure. The
other lay trvisted, f'eet up on the opposite bank,
back of his head down in lhe watcr. neck twisted
at an unnatural angle. Running through my
checkl is t ,  my mind thought . . . "Daughter  at

home. Oldest  son honte in  Goldcn.  Middlc
son,  rn ic ld lc  son.  nr iddlc  son. . . " ' l 'he v ic t inrs
lay therer clrcsscd in stuntlard tccn-agc attlrc.
Thc onc who was lacc down wore sagging
jeans. . . .  No,  not  l rv  son's  s ty le .  

' l 'hc onc f  acc
u P . u n l c c o g r r i z a b l c .  " K h a k i

p a n t s . . . . c h c c k . . . . . l ' l a i d  s h i r t . . . c h c c k . . . b l o n d
hair . . . .  Che ck. . . "  My stonrrch star tcd to twist
again. "Hc's brcathing," Stcvc saicl, surpriscd.
l -hc hurnan [ rod; '  is  an arnazing th ing 

' l 'h is

k rd  . 1us t  s l a r t eJ  h rc l t t l t t nu  l gu in .  sp , , t t t l r n , . '
ously .  I  ca l lcd up to the '  i i : ' r iv ing uni ts  on t l rc
radio;  "Wc nccd thc ropc tcanr . . . .  Nor . l ' ! "
Stcvc startcd rvorking on hinr. More hclp
arr ivcd.  F i rs t  Stcvc t r icd a nasal  a i rway.  No
g,rod.  l  l ls  r )n l )  \  l ty  t ( )  gct  i - ln  l t i rn i ry  nur  to
per l i r r r r r  a  surg ical  cr icothyrotorr rv . . . .cut t ing
into thc l iont  o l 'h is  ncck to cst l ih l ish an a i r -
r.r 'ay. Stcvc I ' inishcd the proccdurc. and tlrcrr
we l ' i t  a  bag valvc sr l  we coul t l  ass is t  hrs
brcath ing and grr t  ox) 'gcn l ' low' ing.  l lunni r tu
thrc lugh rny checkl is t . . . "not  rny son."  I  f  ina l l l ,
t ' igured out ,  "hut  somconc c lse 's  son."  "Any-

one havc thc nanrcs l "  I  asked.  I  kncw t l rcrn
al l .  Fr icnds o l ' rny k ic ls .  Wcnt  to ( -uh Scouts
toget l )er .  Anothcr  s lornach wrcncl i .
I  he id  back x tcar .  "Hc\ ' ,  uu i t  a  nr inutc."  I
to ld r r rvsc l l ' .  " \ i ru ' rc  bccn doing th is  l i r r  rcurs
now. Vru ' r 'c  scen i t  i r l l .  [ )coplc dt  ing,  pe oplc
dcad. This stul 'f ncl 'cr aficcted you be firrc.
I t  is  a lways just  'do the job '  and th ink about
i t  la tcr .  

' l 'hcsc lcc l ings.  thel 'can ' t  bc happcn-
ing to nre." I hcld back unother tcur. "\\ 'herc s
that  Stokcs (a wire baskct  uscd l i r r  ropc and
hcl icOptcr  rcscues)  and wherc 's  thc I l0pc
Team'?" I shoutcd. "We'l l do it l 'ast, but wc'r,c
got to nrake it saf'e," said Danny over the ra-
dio. Danny. thank Cod. 

'fhcrc 
hc was. tak-

ing control at thc top ol'the cmbankrncnt; mild
mannered carpcntcr by day, awesome' ropc
rescue cxpcrt by night. I lc lookcd like a spcc-
ter, standii lg high on thc cnrbanknrcnt, his sil-
houette l ighted l iom bchind by our rescuc
truck 's  b l ind ing scene l ights.  "OK Danny,
anything you say. Makc it saf-e, then we'l l
get this guy out of hcre." "But please, Danny,
(under my breath)  just  a l i t t le  b i t  f  aster . "

"We need the chopper," Steve radi-
oed to the hospital Communication Center.
"Airborne," thcy rcportcd. I1'elt reliel ' . Those
flight nurses are the best. I f igured that once

uc handcd th is  gu l  ovcr  [o  thcnr  hc  u  i ru ld  hc

i n  t h c  h c s t  h a n d s  p o s s i b l c . . " .  A r r d  o n i v  r r r r n -

u tes  a lvay  l io r r r  thc  t raunr i l  ccn ter  
"  'H igh

w i n d s .  h u t l  t o  t u r n  b u c k . "  t h c  i l r o p p c l  r c -

p o r t c ( i .  " W c  l l  n c c d  t l t c  h c ' t  t l f n c f  r o u  r e
g t l t . "  S t c v c  t r r l r l  l t r :  l r r l h u l l r n e  r '  .  r ' c r r  

' l ' l r c n .

a l t e r  u h a t  s c c n r c i l  l r k c  c o n r .  \ \ c  r r ( r \ c r l  ( ) u r

v i c t i r t t  e a r e l i i l l r  t r u t  n r p r t l l \  l r r t o  t l r c  S t o k e s

baskc t .  
' l ' hc  

ropc  tcanr  lu tchcd in  and c rc r  s<r

s l t i w l t ' u e  h c g a n  t i r e  t l c k  u p  t l r l  i r r M  l , ' l

l r r w c t l .  c o a c l t i r t g  r t n t l  i s r u t n t  l i r ( i i , )  i  { ) n l l . u l r l \

t o  l ) a n n r  l t n d  h t s  u l )  l l  r u l  I c l r n r  . r l . r ' ' , e  \ \ i

l r a d  t o h c l p  t l t c  r i e t i r r r  h i c r r t l r c  r r l i  t l r .  u . r ' ,  r r 1 ,
' l ' l i a t  

wasn ' t  c l rsy  be  c l ru :c  t l rc  S tokc :  [c .u l  \ \  l r \

b u c k l e d  t o  t l r e  w i r c  b a s k c t .  S u s a n .  r r n  l l \ l  l .

w a s  t r s i n g  a n  a r r r b u h l g  t o  l r e  l p  t h c  r  r e  t r r n

brcathc. 
' fhc 

anglc rvirs -50 dcgrct- 's u. i lh slralrr

rock  ou tc r -opp ings  ar rd  loosc  snr ic l  e  vc r r

rvhcrc .  N ' l i x  t lu i t  r " ' i th  u  e ly , ing  I fJ  ve  ur  o i t l  un t l .

u c l l .  n o  i i r r r c  l i r r  l u r r n r i r r :  l l r l o u ! l r  n r \  c l r c , J k '

l i s t .  F r n l r l l v .  r ' , ' e  u r . r i r c t i  l t  t l r c  t i , | .  W c  l i l t c d

t l t c  r  rc t i r t t  in to  t l t c  u 'a i t ing  l i rnhu l r rncc  un t l  l re

was gonc ;  wh iskcd  away [o  t l i c  hosp i t l t l  . r t  r r

sa lc  hu t  has ty  pacc .

It  \ \ ' ls a str i tngc l t ' t : l  in!t . . . .  (  )nL' r  ] l  r  n Lrl( '

i l  i l t r z , ln  l cop le  t ( i t l r l l . ,  lo t  uscc l  ( in  \ \ i r \ ' | ( ' r ' \ ( ) l )  \

s l t t : - U ! l r ' r , ' r l r l  \  l \ r '  I  l r t  t t r -  \ l  l l 1 t , l . , . (  ' : (  j .  i l ( .

! l \  I n g  L t : .  l i t l t ( t  t , r  l ) i i L t : t .  i ( )  t l I t r f , .  l , '  
. \ , , .

h c t t c t l t i i t , l t '  t l t . r l .  l  : l t t r 1  t r r  1 1 1 1 ' , ' 1 1 .  [ ] c t t e r r r e t

baek t0 i rork.  . , \ l  i . l  n l ( ) r -c nrcasul 'cd pl rcc.  \ ' rc

hauled up the seconcl l ' ictinr. obviously dc-
c , - ' l t sc r i .  \ \ I l  tu l : t c t l  l l t t t  o r  c r  l i r  : l t r :  ( ' c r r rn l t  t rn t l

I t r . , r  "ho t l r  i cL( ' \ , ' r ' )  l r ' i un . "  
' i  

I r , r i r . .1 r r '  r , - ' I t  I r ' ' :o

tc l l  thc  k i t l  :  I . r rn i l i .  f Jo l ro , i ' ,  ' . r  r rn l t  L l  l r r ' r  i r r l r
t l r a t  r n o r n r n g .  l : r n a l i y .  \ \ r  5 l ( ) ( , r l  i r - r .  r l r . r t t r n r  e  r r

sua l l y  w i th  thc  S ta tc  Pat f t , l  . rs  t l re  l ( ) \ \  l ru !k

guys  pu l l cd  the  rnang lcd  l i rpJorc r '  ( )u t  ( ) l  thc

ravine ancl loadcd i t  onl() a l l r tr( t(1. " l 'hc hlondc

k id  d idn ' t  rnake i t . "  thcy  to ld  us .  "But  h is  l run-

i ly agrccd to ( lonate his organs." How,'s t l l i t

supposcd to nrakc y,ou l 'ccl '? Bad. o1'course .
bu t  no t  as  had as  wc cou lc l  havc  lc l t .  A t  l cas t

something good happe ncd ttxlar ' .

f r ina l l y .  ahout  8 :30  arn .  i t  was  t in rc  to

go honic to rest. and to rccover. l \4y'" ' , i le *us

preparing breakf ast as I walkcd in. "What u as

the cal l  l"  she asked. "Bad accidcnt," l  rcpl ict l .

but I  couldn't  say any nrorc. Sontetin.rcs. vou
just nccd s() lnc()nc to hold you.

Copt rig ltt 2002 Etlvt u rd | )urt ic l.t


